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CONSECRATED LIFE IS FOR ALL THE BAPTIZED 

Video with Br. Tony Leon and Mike Greeff 

GENERAL HOUSE 2 February 2019 

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord: - World Day of the Consecrated Life 

or the celebration of the World Day for 

Consecrated Life, 2nd February, we invited Br 

Tony Leon, Director of Brothers Today 

Secretariat, and Mike Greeff, Director of the 

Council of Marist Schools in South Africa, to talk about 

Consecrated Life. 

Br Tony Leon pointed out that it is 

often thought that consecrated 

life is related only with the 

religious life of Brothers, Sisters 

and Priests, but the challenge is to 

recognize that consecrated life is 

for all baptized people. 

In the video, he affirms that "we 

need to embrace this sense of 

Marist life, brothers and lay, that we do share 

something in common expressed in different lifestyles"

Mike Greeff, speaking of his 

experience as a lay Marist, 

confirmed Brother Tony's 

intuition and said, “… that view of 

consecrated life for someone 

who has taken vows is easy to 

explain and easy to understand … 

but, if I look at the richness that I experienced in the 

work that I'm now invited to do in the Marist world, it 

is a consecrated life that I lead through my baptism and 

through subsequent sacraments as well that have been 

in my life and that seeking God in what I do”. 

See: 

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5024 

Video available on YouTube  

 https://youtu.be/-zUiYeqPIT8 

 

 

  

F 

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5024
https://youtu.be/-zUiYeqPIT8
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MESSAGE FROM BROTHER NORBERT 

EMBRACING AND CELEBRATING HUMILITY 

ur modern 

world needs 

more people 

who are 

open to embrace the 

virtue of true humility. 

This special virtue was 

so close to Jesus’ heart 

that he offered it to us 

as a way of living. He urged his disciples to learn from 

him (Mt 11:29). He was born of Mary, lived among us 

with no fixed dwelling, and died, as we all do … 

moreover, on the cross as a criminal. 

Marcellin Champagnat, inspired by the life style of the 

holy family at Nazareth, embraced the humility of 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph and highlighted it as one of the 

distinguishing marks of the Little Brothers of Mary. This 

is also an aspect of Marist spirituality that our Lay 

Marists of Champagnat are invited to share. In Water 

from the Rock, the work on Marist Spirituality in the 

Champagnat tradition, we read: “At the heart of Marist 

spirituality coming from Marcellin and the first 

Brothers is humility. It expresses itself in simplicity of 

behaviour, most especially in our way of relating to 

God and to others. We strive to be persons of integrity 

- truthful, open-hearted and transparent in our 

relationships” (§33). 

To live a fruitful Marist life and mission with children 

and young people, this virtue is essential. Living in 

humility, St. Marcellin came to know and accept 

himself. Similarly, he challenged the brothers to be 

sincere and unpretentious. 

Saint Joseph, the patron of the universal Church, is a 

model of imitation for all seasons and for all times. In 

his General Audience of 1 June 2016, Pope Francis 

reminded us that, “If God prefers humility it is not to 

debase us: humility is the necessary precondition for 

being lifted up again by him, so as to experience the 

mercy that comes to fill our emptiness. …… God has a 

predilection for the humble and, encountering a 

humble heart, he opens his own fully.”” It takes 

humility to have an attentive listening attitude, to 

discern the will of God, and to engage in a fruitful and 

life-giving dialogue. 

After marrying Mary, Joseph found that she was 

already pregnant, and being "a just man and unwilling 

to put her to shame" (Matt. 1:19), he decided to 

divorce her quietly, knowing that if he did so publicly, 

she could be stoned to death. An angel, however, came 

to Joseph and told him that the child Mary was carrying 

was the son of God, and conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

Accordingly Joseph kept Mary as his wife. 

When Joseph and Mary went to Jerusalem in the 

Temple to present the child as the law required, they 

took with them a pair of turtle doves, that was humility 

in action. 

When Joseph accepted the message of the angel in a 

dream to flee to Egypt with Mary and the child because 

Herod wanted to kill the infant, he reacted with 

humility in action. Responding immediately, he left 

with Mary and the child live in a foreign land until the 

death of Herod. 

When Mary and Joseph found Jesus in the Temple after 

three days, they were confronted by a seemingly 

shocking question: “Why were you looking for me?” 

Joseph did not take offence at the adolescent’s remark. 

One cannot always fully understand the other: 

engaging in constructive dialogue can be helpful. 

The supportive and enabling relationship Joseph and 

Mary had with Jesus as a child and an adolescent (cf. 

Luke 2: 51, 52) had a lasting effect in his life as seen in 

the exhortation that Jesus offered his disciples to learn 

from him to be humble. Joseph, the carpenter, lived a 

life of great humility and devotion to his special family. 

Thomas Aquinas once noted that St. Joseph is unique 

among patron saints in that he is able to assist us at any 

time for anything. 

Let us pray to Joseph: that his intercession obtain for 

us the true Christian and Marian virtue of humility so 

that we will respond to the call to journey with children 

and young people especially those who are migrants or 

internally displaced. May 

St. Joseph be with us 

along the way and may 

his example encourage 

us to embrace and 

celebrate humility.  

O 



4 

BIRTHDAYS 

FEBRUARY 

21-02-1935 Angel Mansoa 

21-02-1961 Ernesto Sánchez S.G. 

22-02-1932 Claude Audy 

28-02-1987 Moffat Phiri 

 

MARCH 

03-03-1958 Anthony Clark (Int.Com.) 

03-03-1986 Tererai Gijima 

03-03-1991 Raphael Time Kenneth 

07-03-1973 Leonard Brito 

11-03-1973 Emmanuel Mwanalirenji 

12-03-1964 José Antonio Pascual 

13-03-1984 José Gemusse 

20-03-1974 Francis Jumbe 

25-03-1932 James Langlois 

28-03-1961 Nicholas Banda 

28-03-1990 Golden Tati 

 

APRIL 

02-04-1982 Witman Phiri 

04-04-1972 Evans Musakanya 

04-04-1989 Ângelo Cassinda 

05-04-1968 Patrick Bushilya 

09-04-1935 António Pisco 

12-04-1969 Patrick Bwalya 

18-04-1993 Pascoal Tchaculanda 

21-04-1966 Auxensio Dickson 

24-04-1969 Norbert Mwila 

 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED … 

 For our Brothers who have recently lost a close member 

of their families: Patrick BWALYA; Norbert MWILA, and 

Blessed VAMBE 

 For Br Joe WALTON, that he may recover completely 

from the various treatments, hospitalization and a 

possible operation in Italy and rejoin the team involved 

in on-going formation for Brothers in our Institute. 

 For PEACE in the world, and especially in regions where 

our Brothers are present: Syria, Central Africa, DR Congo, 

Nigeria, Cameroon,  

 For our Holy Father, POPE FRANCIS and all the BISHOPS 

of our Church as they deal with the abuse crisis. 

 That the coming period of LENT be a time of renewal, 

personal and communitarian for our Marist family. 
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SUMMER CAMPS FOR THE NEEDY 

ecades ago, our Canadian confrères working in the then Southern Rhodesia, now Zimbabwe, started a 

tradition of running a camp for poor children at KUTAMA during the summer holidays over the Christmas-

New Year period. This time round, there were at least four other such camps organised by people associated 

with Marist ministry in our Province of Southern Africa: JOHANNESBURG – on the campus of Sacred Heart 

College for over 300 refugee children; ATLANTIS – for youngsters in this neglected area; ADDO (near Port Elizabeth) – 

for children from very poor townships in the valley; and KHULA VILLAGE (near St Lucia in KwaZulu-Natal) for local 

youngsters. 

All of these camps involved the services of volunteers (whether local persons, scholars and former students from 

Marist schools, or international volunteers) and collaboration with other entities (e.g. religious sisters, or service 

organisations). Khula Village is a focal point for the “Children at Risk” program directed by Br Neil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D 

ATLANTIS - campers visit a care home 

KUTAMA - keeping the wolf of hunger at bay! 

ADDO - Some of the 430 campers doing sport.  
The irrigated orange farm is typical of the area. 

ST LUCIA – An activity for the children 

ST LUCIA – A FIRST VISIT to the beach,  
only 6 km away from home! (Khula Village) Addo Camp Leaders 2018 
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Christmas Holiday Program - Atlantis 

he Marist International Community 

Atlantis, in collaboration with the Team from 

Rebecca Van Amsterdam Hall, Atlantis, 

conducted a Christmas Holiday Program for 

approximately 120 children from 18th to 21st December 

2018. Youth leaders from the Atlantis Catholic Parish 

and senior students from Saint Joseph’s Marist College, 

Rondebosch, gave valuable assistance. 

The program consisted of games, craft activities 

preparing Christmas gifts & cards, Christmas carols and 

dances and visits to groups of senior citizens and 

people with intellectual and physical disabilities in the 

Atlantis Community. The Program closed with a 

Christmas concert. 

 

T 

KUTAMA – A volunteer  
with youngsters  

proud of a project  
they've done 

ATLANTIS – Maria Bobillo engaging the campers 
in the Rebecca van Amsterdam Hall 

KUTAMA - Br Leonard Brito sharing 
his joy with these young Zimbabweans 
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JO’BURG - “THREE2SIX PROJECT” HOLIDAY PROGRAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A MALAWIAN BROTHER ON HOLIDAY IN RSA 

 

Coast Lines and Swimming Pools are not  
features of their countries of origin! 

Learning how to handle delicate objects: 
rose-petals and fibres. 

"No hands allowed on the ground!" 
… “It’s not as easy as it looks!” 

"Let's visit the zoo!" “What’s that animal?”  
“It’s an elephant!” “No, it’s a hippo!” 

Misheck Mkanthama at the Addo Summer Camp Misheck visits Mandela's house in Soweto 
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PREPARATION FOR FINAL PROFESSION 

“God chooses individual men and 

women and calls each of them by 

name. He leads them into the desert 

and there speaks to their hearts.” 

Marist Constitutions article 11 

Brothers Dias Gemusse, Ignatius 

Matemba and Peter Zulu; attended a 

six-week program for the preparation 

for final vows. It was held at the Marist International Centre in Nairobi. 

Apart from the three Marist Brothers, there 

were three religious sisters from two 

different congregations; one Canossian 

Sister and two Elizabethan Sisters. 

The program was very rich with various 

presenters of different backgrounds and 

experiences. Among these we had Father 

Michael, a Nigerian who presented on 

human sexuality; Brother Christian Gisamonyo (fms) who dealt with Christological 

issues; Sister Orgochuku, another Nigerian who helped us reflect on personality 

types and dynamics of religious life; Ms Edith, a Kenyan, on praying with the mystics:  

and Brother Albert Nzabonliba (fms) on community life, non-violent 

communication, and prayer. 

The main purpose of the program was the deepening and nourishing of our 

spiritual life; enriching our understanding of the religious vocation; and 

revisiting our origins and human formation. The program also deepened our 

understanding and love for the spirituality of our religious family and its 

Charism as the extreme source of our religious calling. It was a journey of the 

heart. 

There were a many periods of sharing, times for reflection, and presentations. 

Each facilitator had his or her own way of mentoring/facilitating the sessions. 

There were also special times for prayer which accompanied us into our 

homes (our hearts) to discover our own selves.  It was a time for screening and trimming of one’s own life 

The program gave us a sense of living the spirit of communion and striving to live a life of a good religious based on 

gospel values. We are not the ones to make the change: it is all God’s work of art if only we allow him to do it for us. 

Our thanks go to the province leadership for us inviting to attend this 

Program. 

Brother Peter Zulu 
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PHOTOS & PHOTOS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Southern African Brothers at MIC came 
together to bid farewell to the participants  
in the Final Profession Preparation Program  

Silveira House, Harare: Jesuits from South Africa, 
Mozambique & Zimbabwe attended a workshop 

on Child Rights and Protection in January.  
(The animator, Br Fortune Chakasara,  

is in the front row, 3rd from right)  

Early morning sunshine  
on the community garden in Johannesburg.  
It’s artistically cared for by Brother Vincent. Zimbabwe: Nyanga High School Quiz Team. 

National Champions 2018 

ATLANTIS - CHRISTMAS 2018 
Tony, Pietro, Nnodu, Maria 

Br Norbert with his maternal 

grandfather, Richard Mulenga, 

19-February 2019 RIP 
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INTERNATIONAL GATHERING OF MARIST YOUTH 
 

15 – 20 January 2019 - Guatemala 

ne hundred and eighty enthusiastic participants from 33 

different nationalities descended into ‘Centro de formación 

Marista’ in Guatemala to celebrate our global Marist charismatic 

family which includes, the Marist Missionary Sisters, Marist 

Sisters Marists Fathers and Marist Brothers.  ‘WEAVING LIFE’ was adopted 

as the theme of this fifth International Gathering of Marist Youth. 

Each of the branches of the Marist family took responsibility of one of the 

four sub-themes of Weaving Life. 

On Wednesday, the Marist brothers presented the theme of ‘Community’.  Brothers Ernesto Sánchez(Superior 

General), Luis Carlos Gutiérrez (Vicar General)and Sylvain Ramandimbiarisoa and Ben Consigli (Councillors General) 

provided the input on the ideals and reality of life in Community. The day included a journey to Antigua Guatemala 

where the fraternity groups developed a strong sense of community through various tasks in this beautiful historic city 

surrounded by volcanoes. 

On Thursday and Friday, the participants were divided into two groups.  One group was accompanied by the Marist 

Sisters who had the responsibility in sharing the quality of Interiority.  Sr Grace Ellul (Superior General) gave a 

provoking input in the morning and Sr Anne McCabe guided the participants in an evocative workshop on prayer. 

The other theme on these two days was Solidarity.  Sr Georgeanne Marie 

Davidson, Superior General of the Marist Missionary Sisters, stirred the group 

with the reality that if we love, we will be sent by the Spirit for the glory of God 

and for the honour of Mary.  Sr Jhorna Gomes from Bangladesh shared about 

her experience in working in new cultures.  Later in the day, the group was truly 

‘sent out’ to various social works and schools where the participants 

experienced solidarity first hand, confronting the realities of the local people.  

For many participants, this was quite confronting. 

The final theme was Mission.  This was led by the Fr John Larsen, 

Superior General of the Marist Fathers, andFr Juan Carlos Piña.  The 

gathering was reminded that the mission of the Marist is the work of 

Mary and that the foundation of our mission is contemplative prayer.  

The participants were invited to develop a personal life project with the 

option of supporting each other in the fraternities after the gathering 

through social media. 

Of course, a gathering for young people needs creativity, drama, music 

and dancing.  This was abundantly present through the youthful energy 

and spirit of the youths and the young at heart. 

On the final day, the four key themes were brought together through a moving liturgy which illustrated that Mary has 

shown us the way to Jesus through the weaving of Community, Interiority, Solidarity and Mission.  All are essential 

parts of being Marists today.  One of the participating Superiors General shared in the fraternity, that she had felt the 

strongest sense of being Family at this Marist gathering. 

A word of thanks to organisation Committee of the four branches, to Br Carlos Alberto Rojas who masterfully facilitated 

the gathering. Br Jorge Sánchez who led the local teams from the province of America Central and the generous young 

volunteers deserve special acknowledgements for their generous service in their quiet and unassuming way through 

these five days.  

      (Br Tony Leon) ……(http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5017 )  

O 

http://www.champagnat.org/000.php?p=801
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5017
http://champagnat.fms.it/img/caricate/small/news_5017.jpg
http://www.champagnat.org/000.php?p=801
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BROTHER JOE WALTON IS SENT ON MISSION 

AS MEMBER OF THE TEAM FOR ON-GOING MARIST FORMATION 

efore his departure from Johannesburg for 

Manziana, Brother Joe was treated to two 

farewell functions. The first was organised by 

the Marist Schools Council where he had 

served for a number of years. The dinner was held at a 

nearby Greek restaurant. 

On the following evening, the community organised a 

farewell supper to which the following persons were 

invited: Bernadette Walton, Mike Greeff and Fiona, and 

Pam Paton-Mills and Rob. Before the meal the party 

gathered in the community room for a ceremony of 

“missioning”.On the next day, Thursday 10 January left 

for Rome flying on Emirates. God bless you Joe, and all 

the team! 

IGMY IN GUATEMALA 

 

 

 

 

  

B 
 

Departure for OR Tambo Airport 

Br Luis Carlos with young Marists in Guatemala. 
Daniel Hewlett from South Africa is in the back row wearing a white T-shirt. 
(For different reasons three other representatives from our Province were  
unable to travel: Br David Kachoka and reps from Angola and Zimbabwe) 
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ICON OF THE 19 MARTYRS OF ALGERIA 
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NINETEEN ALGERIAN MARTYRS RECENTLY BEATIFIED 

Liturgical Feast Day: 9 May 

The Full List 

8 May 1994 Brother Henri Vergès, and Sister Paul-Hélène Saint Raymond 

23 Oct 1994 Sisters María Caridad Álvarez Martín and Esther Paniagua Alonso 

27 Dec 1994 
Missionaries of Africa: Alain Dieulangard, Charles Decker, Jean Chevillard,  

and Christian Chessel 

3 Sep 1995 Sisters Dénise Leclerc, and Jeanne Littlejohn 

10 Nov 1995 Sister Odette Prévost 

21 May 1996 
Trappists Christian de Chergé, Paul Dochier, Christophe Lebreton, Michel Fleury,  

Christian Lemarchand, Célestin Ringeard, Paul Favre-Miville 

1 Aug 1996 
Bishop Pierre Claverie, Dominican and Bishop of Oran [killed with him was his driver and 
friend, a Muslim] 

 

IDENTIFYING THE MARTYRS IN THE ICON 

1. BR HENRI VERGÉS is represented on the left hand side, half-way down the icon. He is holding a book as he was 

the librarian of the Archdiocese of Algiers at the time of his death.. 

2. Sister Paul-Hélène Saint Raymond, his companion, is probably the figure kneeling to the right of Br Henri. 

2. The Dominican Bishop of Oran is at the top right-hand side; and his friend and Muslim driver at the botton-right. 

3. The groups of men religious (Dominicans or Trappists) are easily identifiable. 

4. The other religious sisters require some intelligent guesses! 

A GARDEN TRANSFORMED 

The Brothers’ garden at Observatory is splendid in 

brilliant morning sunshine! 

Quite different is the appearance during an afternoon 

thunderstorm accompanied by hail! 
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MARIST YOUTH COORDINATOR FOR SOUTH AFRICA 

e would like to introduce the new Marist Youth Coordinator in 

South Africa. Recently, Beth Code arrived from Australia, 

volunteering for two years to head up the Marist Youth Program. 

Beth will also lead the Marcellin House Community, based in 

Johannesburg, which is made up of International and South African Volunteers. 

Beth’s stay in South Africa is funded jointly by the Provinces of Australia and 

Southern Africa. 

In Australia, Beth is a Secondary School teacher, who has worked at Galen 

Catholic College, Wangaratta, for the last seven years. She teaches Music, 

Personal Development Skills and Religious Education. She was introduced to 

Marists through her work and since then has lead student Immersion Programs 

to Timor Leste (East Timor) where there is a Marist foundations and Lake Mungo, 

an important archaeological site in New South Wales, 1000 km west of Sydney. 

The site contains traces of humans dated to 23 thousand years ago 

In 2018 Beth participated in the Lavalla200 formation, based in Italy and France. This program is an initiative open to 

Brothers and Marist Lay people, who feel called to dedicate a period of their lives to serve in other regions of the 

world. 

PHOTOS FOR YOU! 

 

 

 

MORE PICTURES 

  

W 

The Community at San Leone Magno in Rome.  

All will recognise our former Superior General, 

Brother Emili Turú, and some will recognise  

Brother José María Ferre, who worked  

at MIC in two spells between 1986 and 1993. 

In front of the Moonflower blooms  

(they open only after sunset) we have Brothers  

Mario, Jude, Norbert, Vincent, Christopher & Neil  

on one of those rare occasions  

when everyone is at home in Observatory! 
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MORE PICTURES FOR YOU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This large crucifix, now the centre-piece in the 
San Francesco Parish Church (Port Elizabeth) 

once belonged to the Marist Brothers schools  
in Uitenhage (1884-1952) & Walmer (1954-1983) 

International Mission Commission, Jan 2019 
Spot Mike Greeff hiding behind dark glasses! 

This commemorative plaque  
is displayed in the entrance hall (narthex) 

of San Francesco Church. 

Conference of the Superiors of Africa 
AGM Nairobi January 2019 

It was during the month of February  
that Father Champagnat and Brother Stanislas  

were lost in the snow  
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A SATURDAY MORNING  

ON THE SLOPES OF TABLE MOUNTAIN 

LETTER FROM ALEPPO #35 

n this letter our Brothers and the Blue Marists in Aleppo report that politicians are preventing genuine 

peace from coming to Syria. Despite dwindling funding, they continue to help the desperately needy in and around 

the city. The full text can be read on http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5045  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

I 

It's a long way up! 

Brothers Peter, Mario & Misheck 

The "City Bowl" is shrouded in mist  
while the “Lion” rears its “Head”  

into glorious sunshine! 

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5045
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BR NORBERT’S TRAVELS: MAY 2019– JUN 2019 

 

01 - 02 Mar: African Superiors meet in Rome. 

04 – 13 Mar: All Provincials Meeting in 

Rome. 

17 – 18 Mar: Travel, Rome - Joburg. 

22 Mar:  Travel, Joburg – Matola. 

23 – 27 Mar: Matola – Novitiate. 

28 - 30 Mar: Council Meeting, Mozambique. 

01 Apr: Bilene. 

05 Apr: Manhiça. 

10 Apr: Matola Novitiate. 

11 Apr: Travel, Maputo - Nampula. 

12 Apr: Nivava Community. 

17 Apr:Travel, Nampula - Maputo. 

20 Apr: Travel, Matola - Joburg. 

27 Apr: Custodians Meeting – Joburg. 

05 May: Travel to Lilongwe - Hermitage. 

10 - 11 May: Council Meeting. Malawi 

13 – 17 May: Sustainability Workshop – Lilongwe. 

19 May: Likuni. 

24 May: Zomba. 

30 May: Balaka. 

05 Jun: Mtendere Community. 

10 Jun: Marist Sec Sch Community. 

14 Jun: Champagnat House. 

15 Jun: Brothers’ Country Assembly. 

20 Jun: Travel, to Lilongwe – Hermitage. 

21 Jun: Travel to Joburg. 

24 Jun: Travel to Cape Town, Rondebosch. 

28 Jun: Visit Atlantis community. 

01 Jul: Travel to Joburg

 

A PARABLE FOR THE 21
ST

 CENTURY 

WRITTEN IN STONE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


